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5th February 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Yet again, I start my letter with a big thank you! 
This week we sent a survey to all families and have had an amazing response. This information will 
help us to understand the challenges you are experiencing and to improve our support and 
provision for the children. I am currently removing any references which identify families and hope 
to share the results with you next week.  
 
All responses were anonymous and some were very specific to individual family situations, I would 
urge those families to contact the school office so we can try to help. The overwhelming question 
from families was, “When will the children be able to return to school?”- I wish I knew. We 
recognize the enormous pressures you have in balancing commitments, supporting your childrens’ 
learning and keeping safe. As a headteacher, I find out information about schools at the same time 
as you – listening to the announcements by the government. I do not get prior information but I 
share your belief and desire that we need to get the children back to school as soon as it’s safe to 
do so! Let’s all hope that it’s very, very soon. 
 
Google Classroom engagement is going from strength to strength and the children are increasingly 
turning in their work. I need to remind you that it is important that you check the background 
settings for your child so that you protect your privacy. If you need support with this, please ask 
your class team and they can guide you. It is also important to note that the children need to login 
using their Fleecefield details, as other Google accounts will not be admitted going forward because 
we do not know who they are. This is to keep your children safe. 
 
I am pleased to tell you that next Tuesday 9th February, we will be running two Read, Write, Inc 
phonics workshops for Reception and Year 1 parents. Harry Spencer will be delivering sessions 
which give you guidance on helping your child with these vital reading skills. The sessions will be on 
Zoom, please look out for the links being sent to by email. 
 
Our engagement figures for this week are below, so you can see how well your child’s class is doing. 
 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Nursery 64 Yellow 93 Pink 95 Violet 90 

Emerald 93 Green 84 Crimson 91 Grey 83 

Turquoise 87 Orange 89 Purple 93 Lilac 95 

  Blue 85 Brown 89 Indigo 93 
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Well done to Emerald, Yellow, Pink, Purple, Lilac and Indigo classes – you are amazing!!! 

ESPECIALLY PINK & LILAC – who are almost at pre lockdown target! 
Our overall engagement this week is 82.62%  
 
This week Mr Samuel wanted the following children to get a mention for their terrific contribution 
and high scores in the PE challenges, so a massive well done to: 

Year 1 -Zain, Arin. K (Yellow) & Hayat (Green) 
Year 2 - Jayden (Orange) 

Year 3-  Riahanna. U, Rayyaan (Pink) & Nisanur (Crimson) 
Year 4- Fathi & Princess (Brown) 

Year 5- Teodora & Sophia. H (Grey) 
Year 6-  Francesa (Indigo) Chibugo (Lilac) 

 
We are starting to receive your family dance videos and I can see there are some budding “Strictly” 
competitors in the making. Please remember to join in and have fun, the links are on Google 
Classroom and we have emailed the links too. 
 
I also hope that you have managed to visit the Wellbeing Lounge this week; the tips are there for all 
the family. Please find some additional links below that are useful: 
 

• Quick 5 minute online lessons here from Tony Dallas of Success Club. 
You can register yourselves on the website and show your children some of his short mindfulness 
videos every day. https://successclub.org.uk/free-online-lessons 
 

• There are some links that have recently become available which are more focused on remote learning 
support for curriculum PE, rather than the challenges and fitness based ideas to date. 

Keep Kids Active | Loughborough College (loucoll.ac.uk)  -suitable for Yrs 5 and 6. 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/subjects/physical-education -    suitable for KS1 and KS2. 
 
 

This week has been Mental Health Week but we all know that anxieties will continue beyond. It is 
imperative that children are encouraged and supported to look after their mental health, not just 
this week but every single day. 

 

  

 

Here are 5 tips for how you can improve your children and pupils' wellbeing 
 

 

  

• Step 1. "Teach them to be themselves" - Helping children to realise their strengths is a great way 

to build their confidence. Encourage children to notice and appreciate their own strengths, and those of others 
too. 

 

https://successclub.org.uk/free-online-lessons
https://www.loucoll.ac.uk/keep-kids-active
https://teachers.thenational.academy/subjects/physical-education
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• Step 2: "Be grateful"- Help children to bring attention to what’s working well in their life by developing 

gratitude skills. To develop these skills, you can use techniques such as starting a gratitude journal or have a 
gratitude list discussion at breakfast/dinner. 

 

 

  

• Step 3: "Help them be more mindful"- A way in which we can help our children develop these skills 

is drawing for 10 minutes. Simply set a timer for 15 minutes and ask your child to draw something they can 
see. This activity isn’t about what the child decides to draw, it’s about whether they are able to focus on the 
activity and bring their attention back if they get distracted. 

 

 

  

• Step 4: "Be kind" - There are thousands of ways children and adults can show kindness every day, it can 

be fun to sometimes turn these small acts into every day rituals. 

 

 

  

• Step 5: "Teach them the importance of resilience" - One way to build resilience in children is to 

help them develop a growth mindset. Children with a strong mindset are more likely to try again when they 
fail, and also to attempt to learn how they can improve. 

 

 
I wanted to finish this week by saying another thank you, on behalf of all the staff. Your survey 
responses have demonstrated how much you really appreciate their support, contribution, passion 
to engage your child, resilience and ability to learn and adapt their teaching and approach during 
such challenging and difficult circumstances. We are all looking forward to being together again, in 
school, in our classrooms, on our playground – back in the Fleecefield family - together. 
 
In the meantime, please keep safe and well. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Antoinette Goldwater 
 


