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12th February 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
As we reach the end of this half term I think it is important that we consider how well we have 
managed during this very difficult and challenging time. You have been amazing at supporting your 
children’s remote learning, your children have wowed us with their resilience and passion for 
learning using Google Classroom and all of our staff have demonstrated their commitment to our 
children, families and community. We have seen that in times of hardship and struggles, we have 
risen to the challenge as a family who genuinely cares for one another. This is powerful role 
modeling for our children as they will grow to young people who shape the future for others. 
 
This week my letter includes many links and attachments to support you through half term next 
week. In case you misplace it, all of this term’s letters are available on our website. 
 
I knew you would be interested and so I have attached the responses to our survey for last week 
and I am very grateful that so many people took the time to give us your comments. 
 
In response to comments that families have expressed, we are now planning that Friday afternoon 
will be planned as non-screen based. We will set Art & Design tasks and practical challenges for the 
whole family to take part in that will allow for reduced screen time. We agree that the children 
need to continue to build collaborative, sharing, turn taking and negotiation skills that working with 
someone else will enable them to do.  
 
CBBC have contacted me to alert you that they are uploading videos to the CBBC YouTube Channel 
daily that are suitable for 5-11 year olds. They have all the top CBBC brands on there, with a wide 
range of genres from factual shows, news, dramas, comedy to entertainment. Programmes like 
Horrible Histories, Blue Peter, Newsround, The Next Step, Saturday Mash-Up, Operation Ouch, the 
Playlist, the Dumping Ground, Heirs of the Night and Jamie Johnson. You may be interested in 
this, for entertainment at half term. You can subscribe to www.youtube.com/cbbc - (it’s obviously 
completely free to subscribe!)  
 
Attached, you will find a powerpoint, PARKiT to use as activities that can be done at half term in the 
park or in a garden. It is a series of activities using everyday equipment that children can use to 
explore their outside environments. Not just physically but taking time to listen and look at what is 
around them. We would love to see any pictures the activities being done, so please share on your 
Google Classroom. 
 
 
BAME families - Please see the attached information for a service called BOLOH, a free Covid-19 
helpline and webchat for Black, Asian and minority ethnic families. 

https://bbc.in/3gH3ioU
https://bbc.in/3gH3ioU
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The BOLOH helpline is a service, which was launched on 1st October 2020 by Barnardo's with 
funding from the National Emergencies Trust. It was set up in response to the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic on Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities who have been disproportionately 
affected. The service is aimed at children, young people and their families from these communities. 
Helpline advisors can provide a service in English, Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi, Amharic, Tigrinya and 
Mirpuri. Therapeutic sessions can be provided in English, Bengali, Hindi, French, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
I have also attached a summary sheet about routines from our Starfish Project colleague, she 
recommends the following website for top tips. Raisingchildren.net 
 
Next week is the 'Random acts of kindness week 2021' which runs from Sunday 14th Feb to 
Saturday 20th Feb. The attached powerpoint, 5 Starfish Random Acts of Kindness, is to help 
encourage kindness during the pandemic, in terms of children being kind to themselves, to their 
friends, family, wider community and the environment. As part of the activity children can listen to 
the story 'The boy, the mole, the fox and the horse' by Charlie Mackesy, as read out by Oprah 
Winfrey on 'Live from the library'. This is a great free resource from the Chicago public library with 
lots of other stories being read by famous people, such as the Obamas. The children know that this 
is actually one of my favourite books! 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau are providing support for families dealing with loss and trauma and I have 
attached a flyer explaining how to access this confidential and professional support. 
 
Our engagement figures for this week are below, so you can see how well your child’s class is doing. 
 

Class % Class % Class % Class % 

Nursery 74 Yellow 88 Pink 99 Violet 87 

Emerald 93 Green 95 Crimson 96 Grey 81 

Turquoise 89 Orange 86 Purple 89 Lilac 91 

  Blue 89 Brown 91 Indigo 90 

 
Well done to Emerald, Green, Brown, Lilac and Indigo classes who all had engagement in the 90’s 

- you really are amazing! 
 

WOW, WOW, WOW to Crimson and Pink Classes who met and smashed the pre lockdown 
target!!! 

Our overall engagement this week is 89% 
I have an apology for you all regarding the engagement data last week – our overall engagement 
was in fact 88%! 
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A big “SHOUT OUT” to our highest, PE challenge scorers this week:  
Year 1 -Zain & Ali. K (Yellow)  
Year 2 - Jayden (Orange) 
Year 3-  Jahlana, Izabella (Pink) & Rumaan (Crimson) 
Year 4- Princess & Alissa (Brown) 
Year 5- Sophia. H & Teodora (Grey) 
Well done, you guys! 
 
You will be aware that the Prime Minister intends to make an announcement on Monday 22nd 
February about arrangements going forward. I have meetings set up for the following morning so 
that we can respond to the guidance as quickly as possible. Our experience so far is that the details 
required to make plans are often not available on the day of announcements. However, I am 
hoping that we all receive good news and can get our children back into school as quickly and safely 
as possible. I am sure that you share my hope and I will be advising you of our plans as soon as I 
can.  
 
Please continue to follow the advice about reducing contacts during half term and remember that 
our remote learning starts again on Tuesday 23rd February. 
 
Being back together again is high on all our agendas, let’s all do our best to make it happen. 
 
Keep well. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Antoinette Goldwater 
 


