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7th January 2022 
 
Dear Families, 

Happy New Year! 
 
I hope you all had a lovely break and some quality family time. All of the staff at Fleecefield would 
like to wish you and your family, a happy and healthy 2022. 
 
The new year has already brought us the reminder that COVID has not gone away and we would 
like to thank you for remembering to wear masks at drop off and collection times. We are currently 
following the advice from the Department for Education on protective measures in school, 
however, if necessary we will step up measures if they are required to keep us all safe. 
 
It is crucial that you complete a lateral flow test and advise the school if your child has any of the 
following symptoms: 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in normal sense of taste or smell 

In addition, if your child has cold like symptoms it is recommended that you give your child a Lateral 
Flow Test. If you are concerned that your child may have COVID please book a PCR test. 

 
The children are clearly delighted to be back at school and we have seen their enthusiasm for 
learning in their talk, work and play. Their contributions in our online assemblies are deep, 
empathetic and very thoughtful. This week we talked with everyone about reading and have 
challenged the children to talk to each other and you about their reading. The aim is to recommend 
books and be able to say why the book is a good read! 
 

We need your help! 
Getting our children reading is the most crucial learning that will make a difference to how 
successful they will be in life! This week I learned that 90% of vocabulary is only encountered 
through reading. Our children need to build their vocabulary and can do this by enjoying reading all 
sorts of texts. We really need your help to talk with your children about anything that can be read – 
TV listings, traffic signs, washing instructions, stories, information books, phone messages….reading 
is everywhere – we all need to read and it can be very enjoyable! Reading to your child is powerful 
and very special time together. Please try to find some time when you can read to them. 
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The link below reveals the 7 top tips for you can use to support your child and have fun reading! We 
will remind you of a tip each week to try with your child.  
 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-
19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf 
 
 

Number 1 

Concentrate on reading quality 

 (it isn’t all about reading lots!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This weeks’ recommendations come from Mrs Naadhira, Elizabet and Ibrahim. We hope you enjoy 
them! 

      
 
 
 

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. Books 

are great—but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a webpage can all be 

great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes is valuable reading. Be on 

the lookout for reading, wherever it is! 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/7_Top_Tips_to_Support_Reading_at_Home.pdf
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This week Sports Personality of the week goes to ....Hakeem (Year 6 - Lilac) 

Hakeem had an impressive first lesson in gymnastics this week. He was able to showcase great 
gymnastics techniques along with excellent leadership qualities in order to keep him and his peers 
safe. 
 
Well done Hakeem, keep up the good work! 
 

Attendance Success! 
This week’s stars for attendance are Purple Class with 100%. 

Well done to everyone in Purple Class! Great role modeling for the whole school! 
 
Sadly, I need to mention that it is not acceptable for driver to turn around in the school entrances. 
This morning I was shocked to see an SUV vehicle reverse into the main entrance on Brettenham 
Road and complete a turn. The vehicle was higher that some of our young children and the driver 
would not have been able to see them. We have many families standing in that space to wave 
goodbye each morning and the driver had no concern for their well-being. Thank you to all those 
families who manage to get to school on time and safely. 
 
Some of the children are tired this week after the holidays and I know some of the adults are too – 
me included,  I hope you have a good weekend and get some rest.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Antoinette Goldwater 
 
 


